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Appendix SD SEMI-DIRECT JUDGMENT 2025–2028

Introduction

For several years, the FFVoile has implemented the semi-direct judgment system in fleet racing regattas.
This penalty system is useful in larger fleets in which the judges on the water cannot realistically cover the entire fleet, by offering competitors who have not received a response on the water the possibility of obtaining a classic protest committee hearing.
This version of the Semi-Direct Appendix 2025–2028 – July 2025 differs from the 2021–2024 version in several ways:
· The text has been harmonised with that of Appendix UF, as it appears less and less necessary to have different texts dealing with the same subjects.
· To maintain the fundamental concept of Appendix SD that, in the absence of a response from a judge on the water, a hearing may be opened, rules SD2(b) and SD6 specify: “except for incidents for which no action was taken by the jury on the water.”
· Judges use a green-and-white flag under rule SD4(a) to indicate that no additional penalty is required and thus close the incident on the water, again to harmonize practices.
· Appendix UF wording has been included at the end of rule SD3 for a boat that has not taken, or not correctly taken, its penalty. Each time a red flag is displayed, the initial penalty is cancelled.
Reminder:
· The use of this appendix at an event is subject to the prior written agreement of the CCA (Commission Centrale d’Arbitrage, the french race officials committee) to ensure that the necessary conditions for its application are met, both for competitors and for officials.
· The Notice of Race or the Sailing Instructions must specify that the “Semi-Direct Judgment Appendix” apply, as well as part of Appendix P (see introduction of Annex P).
To do so, add to sub-paragraph “X.Y On-the-Water Judgment” of paragraph “X. Penalty System”:
“Appendix Semi-Direct Judgment applies and, if the class rules so provide, the requirements of RRS P5 apply to rule SD3.”
· The text below must be added, in full and without modification, as a specific appendix to the Sailing Instructions: the “Appendix Semi-Direct Judgment Appendix.”
· Any suggestions for modifications may be sent to cca@ffvoile.fr.

As this appendix evolves over time based on experience and feedback, it is the responsibility of Race Committees, who write the event’s Sailing Instructions, to ensure that the version used is indeed the latest version available on the website:  http://espaces.ffvoile.fr/media/87955/Annexe-jugement-semi-direct-IC.pdf



APPENDIX SD “SEMI-DIRECT JUDGMENT”

If this appendix applies, this must be stated in the Notice of Race or the Sailing Instructions, and the text below must be included in the Sailing Instructions.

No modifications to the text below are permitted without the written approval of the CCA.
Version: July 2025

SD1	Rule 44.1 is changed as follows: “A boat may take a penalty when she may have broken one or more rules of Part 2 in an incident while racing (except rule 14 when she has caused serious damage or injury), rule 31 or rule 42. However,
	(a) when she may have broken a rule of Part 2 and rule 31 in the same incident, she need not take a penalty for breaking rule 31;
	(b) if she has caused injury or serious damage, or if, despite taking a penalty, gained a significant advantage in the race or series through her breach, her penalty shall be to retire.”
The penalty in rule 44.2 is a One-Turn Penalty.

SD2	(a) While racing, a boat may protest
- another boat under a rule of Part 2 (except rule 14) for an incident in which she was involved,
- or under rule 31,
- or under rule 42 modified according to RRS P5 if provided for in the class rules.
To do so, she shall, for each protest, hail “Protest” and conspicuously display a red flag at the first reasonable opportunity (except if her hull length is 6 m or less). She shall lower the flag before, or at the first reasonable opportunity after, a boat involved in the incident has voluntarily taken a penalty or after a judge’s decision.
(b) A boat protesting as permitted under rule SD2(a) is not entitled to a hearing, except for incidents for which no action was taken by the jury on the water. Instead, a boat involved in the incident may acknowledge breaking a rule by voluntarily taking a penalty. A judge may penalize any boat that has broken a rule and has not been exonerated, unless the boat has voluntarily taken a penalty.

SD3	(a) When a boat
1. breaks a Sailing Instruction or a class rule governing the use of the bowsprit,
2. breaks rule 31 and does not take a penalty,
3. breaks rule 42,
4. breaks rule 49 or a class rule governing crew position,
5. gains an advantage despite taking a penalty,
6. commits a breach of sportsmanship, or
7. breaks rule SD5 or fails to take a penalty when a judge imposed her one,

a judge may penalize her without a protest from another boat. The judge may impose one or more penalties, each signalled in accordance with rule SD4(b), or may report the incident to the protest committee for further action. If a boat is penalized under rule SD3(a)(7) for failing to take a penalty or for not taking it correctly, the initial penalty is cancelled.
(b) A judge who decides, based on his personal observation or on a report received from any source, that a boat may have broken a rule other than a rule listed in SD2(a), may inform the protest committee so that it may take further action under rule 60.1. However, the judge will not inform the protest committee of an alleged breach of rule 14 unless there is damage or injury.

SD4	A judge shall signal a decision as follows:
(a) a green-and-white flag with one long sound signal means “no penalty”;
(b) a red flag with one long sound signal means “a penalty has been imposed or remains outstanding.” The judge will hail or identify each such boat.

SD5	A boat penalized under rule SD4(b) shall take a penalty.

SD6	No proceedings of any kind may be taken in relation to the action or inaction of a judge on the water. A boat may protest or request redress for incidents for which no action was taken by the jury on the water in accordance with rule SD2(b).

SD7	A boat intending to
(a) protest another boat under a rule other than rule SD5,
(b) protest another boat under rule 14 if there was contact that caused damage or injury, or
(c) request redress, 
shall protest or request redress within the time limit applicable to the boat.
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